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Basel FLEXITY Trams
Enter Service

On 7 November 2014 Baslor
Verkehrs-Belriabe (BVB) presented
the first of its new melre gauge
Bombardier-built trams, seven-sec-
tion 5001, named _Basilisk*, to the
media. The left-hand photo shows
it at Wiesenplatz depot (which has
been renovated, and which was reinau-
gurated on 18 June 201 1). The tram
which armved to Bassel on 4 September
entered commercial service on 10 No-
vember 2014, on Line 8

The contract for FLEXATY trams ini-
taly wvolved 60 watuclos with an option
clause for a further 41 and was signed
n January 2012 (see R 1/12, p. 20)
Following a delay in the delivery of the
trams BVB announced on 3 February
2014 tat thanks to the favourable con-
ditions of the framework contract, Bom-
bardher would build 61 trarms al the pnce
agreed lor B0 (255 million CHF, includ-
ing VAT). It had bean hoped that the first
trams would be delivered in 2013, In
readiness for the extension of Line 8 from
Kleinhuningen to Well am Rhain In Ger-
many. However the Inauguration of this
extension was pastponed untll 14 De-
cember 2014 Operator and manutac-
turer agreed to have the first two FLE X
TIES ready in tha third quarter of 2014
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Authorisation for Switzerland was
granted by BAV in November 2014,
while authorisation for Germany was
granted by TAB of Stuttgart in Decem-
ber 2014, The trams are designed so
that in 2017, authorisation in France
can be realised to enabie them to use
the new line to Saint-Louis

In late November 2014 the seven-
section FLEXITY 5002, named _Wheil
am Rhein, entered commercial service
onLine 14 Regular deliverias, at a rate
of two per month, are expected o start
up in sprng 2015, and to rum urtil late
2017 By late 2017 3l regular services
(apart from at peak periods) on the
Basel tramway network will be operated
using 100 "% low fioor trams

The uni-directional FLEXITY Basel
trams are being built at Bombardier's
works in Bautzen. The BVB network is
electrified at 600V DC, and the maximum
permitted service speed 5 65 km/h
One semi-pantograph is fitted and most
ol the elecirical equipment is roof-
mounted. The trams are designed to
surmount gradients as steep as BO %
and to negotiate curves with a minimum
radiusof 11.8m.

Two types are being provided, the
first batch of 61 consisting of 44 seven-
section and 17 five-section trams. Inj-
tially all seven-section trams will be
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dellvered. The latter are 42.8 m long,
walgh 42.6 1 tore and are rated ot 8 x
120 kW (a Bo'2'Bo'Bo’ axie arrange-
meant). There are eight pairs of en-
france doors, 83 seals and space
for up to 174 standees at a density
of four per m’,

The five-section trams are 31 68 m
long, weigh 40 9 1 tare, are rated at 4 x
105 kW and have a Bo'2Bo' axle
arrangement. There are six pairs of en-
trance doors, 56 seats and space for
up to 127 standees at a density of
four per m”. Both types of vehicle are
2,300 mm wide and 3,700 mm high
above ral 1op (with lowered panto-
graphs). The wheels have a dameter of

600 mm when new, wearing to a mink
mum of 520 mm

There was an official inauguration of
the Line 8 extension into Germany on
12 December 2014, with requiar pas-
senger services starting up on the 14th
The 2.6 km extension has two stops on
the Swiss side of the border and throe
in Germany. On 29 September 2014
test running started, as shown in
the iower photo, where Type Be 4/4
trarn 489 has just crossed from Ger-
many lo Switzerland on Miltalinger-
strasse, refurning from Weil am
Rhein. The border checkpoint is vis-
ible in the background.
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