
30 April Start Por FGC'. 
CI ... 331 DM. 

The stage is set Ior the transforma­
tIOn 01 passengE!f"5efVlCeSOO Ihe Ueida 
toLa PobIaooSegurline(see R 1/16, 
pp. 38 - 42). The secood Class 331 
GTW 2/6,331.02, IeH Bussnang on 
8 February 2016 and was miled on 
12 February al 100 ARMF works in PIa 
da Vllanovela The first train, 331.01 
macle its iniliaJ brake tests wrthin the 
yard at 100 ARMF works on 20January, 
foIIowed by Its first real lest run betweefI 
BaIagoer and PobLa on 17 February. 

No authorisation 10 enler servICe Ior 
the new tnuns is reqUlred Ior Ihe PobIa 
Me. according 10 the pertinent Spanistl 
natlonallegislatlOO, RD 1434/2010, 
issued by the Agencia Estatal de Segu­
rldad Ferroviaria (AESF - National Reit 
Safety Agency), giwn lhat the JI1fras1ruc.. 
lure now beIongs 10 FGC. However Ihe 
trains have to use a short stretch of track 
01 'he Slale-Owned General Inlerest 
Network (Red Estatol da tnteres Ge­
neral) between Ueida Pirineus station 
end lhe juoctioo al lhe slat1 01 Ihe 
branch. cl"06Sing the Segre riYer, who5e 
administration has been entn)Ste(l 10 
AdiI. Hefe the AESF requlres authorisa­
Ilon 10 enllef service 

BelgOtall, a Brossels-based con­
cern lounded in Jooe 2004 'or lasting, 
certi licalion and inspeclion services, 
whose Spanlsh subsidiary has been 
aclive slnce 2012. was contracted by 
FGC 10 assess the Class 331 DMUs' 
conlOfmity and 10 daliver their COIllpUl­
sorycertificata 01 confonnity. This cer­
tJflC8tion b'i a certdication body appears 
to be a preliminary slep and is a neces­
SIll')' slep 111 granting b'i Ihe AESf 01 au­
Ihorisation 10 enabIe Ihe new GTW 2/6 
IranlS 10 entefseMce. 

A lurthe, test TUn was made to 
Pobla on 9 M an;h 2016, this photo 
showinQ 331.01 e,assing an In/er 

Third Bateh Of Finnish FLIRTs 
Under a contract announced on 

24 September 2014 Stadterisnowde­
Wering a batch 01 34 Class Sm5 EMUs 
to Junakalusto (see R 5 / 14. p. 41). 
Deliveries Slarted in earty spring 201 8 
and ara scheduled laI' completion in 
spriflg201 1. Tha r.ew trains, numbered 
4210 75, are lachnicalty similar 10 IM 
ear1ier FURTs aeQuired by JUfl8ka1uslo. 
However their passenger accommoda­
lioo has OOen siighl ty changed. a modi­
rl8'd passenger ,nlOfmation system in­
staIed. anti theywear a new purple anti 

10 Railvolution 

-Railmix--

01 Sant Anton! reSflfvolf Just south 
01 SalBs Oe Peilers. AI. a media eveol 
al BaIaguer and PobIa stations !hat day 
the C8talan Minister 01 Infrastruclure. 
RicarQ' Foot, announced!hat boIh new 
DMUs wouId anler service on 30 Apnl 
2016. A reYlsed timetable. and lares 
integrated wrth those on locaI bos sem­
ces(wittl a reduction. in the case offares 
on the northem part 01 the line. In the 
districl 01 PallarsJussa. 01 up 10 37 %). 
would be inl roduced simultaneously. 
Betw&en Weide and Ba1aguer there WlI) 
be tan tmin pairs inslead 01 1000(nine on 
Saturdays and Sixldays) . ....t1iIe betweoo 
Balaguer and PobIa there Will be lour 
lrein pairs (twa on Satun.1ays anti three 
on Sundays). 

In earty April the Catalan Goveffl­
menfs [)epartament da Temtori i SosI& 
nibilital (Land Use and Suslainaobllity 
Oepartment) authorised a proJecl 10 
Integ,.te the 680 m olline plJS$lng 

white Wery. Thls photo was laken Ort 
9 ApTi/20 16 . , He/singin piiJiraul. 
tieasema lerminus(HelsinIf.j Cenlral}, 
showlng Ihe first two of the baIeh, 
42 and 43, ronnlng in mu/liple. 

And Ihe Class Sm5 Slory shoold 
continue. Mon 1 1 N0Yembef201 5 ~ 
singin seudun liikenne (HSl- Helsinki 
Regional Transport Authority) reso!ved 
10 authorise Junakalusto to buy a further 
six FURTs toCOYel"more sobutban servi­
ces requested b'i l he Authority. 

Jürg D. Wth.rd 

through the urban are. 01 Balaguer 
(shown in the 10_' Image}. Thls is 
estnnaled 10 casl same 5 million eURo 
and Will tl1llOlYe providmg pavlflg be­
lwaan anti aIongside the tracks. Ihus 

More Appenzellerb8hn EMU. 
On 7 April 2016 AppenVJII.,. 

bahn announced .hat It had pllICed 
e 38 million CHF order wIth SlIJdle, 
10' lour 80 kmlh EMUs, wllh an 
option 101 a Illth. These three.car. 
1.5 kV oe traill$ will be 56.800 mm 
tong. 2.850 mm wide. and will be fitted 
wilh 1 61 standard and 1 5 lirst class 
seats. They will also have space far up 
10 123 stanclees. a muitj.purpose area. 
and a wheelehair-accessible WC cubl­
eie. They will be fully air cond,tioned 
Deliveries are scheduled 1ormid-20 1 8 . 

enabliflg grealer freedom 01 t'l\OY9f'I1ent 
01 pedestrians. BallasI WIll be ret81ned 
on adJ8cen1 sidings. 

MikeBent 

10 replace lila eJUSt1l1g trains used on 
the line Irom Gossau 10 AppenzeII and 
Wasseraven. 

EssentiaJly the lf'alrIS win be SImile, 
to lhose ordered forthe N'yon - SI. Cer­
gue - MOfez line (Iour Trains. 01 whlch 
the tirsl was presenled on 5 November 
2015) 8nd the Reseau 8Ipress Re­
giOnal Sud 01 Transports Publics Fribour· 
geois (six trains. see R 2/13. P 8. Ihe 
firsl presented in October 201 5). 

AppenzeilertJafln 


