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Trenlten. Pr ... nta 
"Rock" ~IIU lIock-Up 

On 15 September 2017 Hitachi 
Rait ltaty end Trenilalie inviled handi­
capped persons' assodatloos and train 
usem to Itle Hltechl factory /n PIstole 
1o f1V8luete ' he fu'I-slze mock-up o( 
ons of the (lew double deck EMUs 
1o be built IormlddlfKJis' snce seM 
c es In IIII/Y (see A 5/16. p. 8). In Hna 
with Trenitalia's currenl poIlcy of musicl 
dance type-Ihemed train brand names 
the Hitachi-built EMUsare to be branded 
• Rock~. 

Two basic versions of the .Rock" 
EMUsarebeing buiH. the four-carCIass 
ETA 421 and 1i\Ie-car Class ETR 521, 
work having started In January 2017 si 
Pistoia. The Imins feature a neweJderior 
design, while 'he pa_ tiger accom­
modation will be briflhflylllumlnBted, 
comforlabkt, end HIJIIy scCftSJIJIe, 
wlth "nge wlndotllf$ enabling goOO 

.. Buy Am.rlea " 
But Wlth European Roots 

Siemens sefVes the wIlole 01 Ihe 
USA and Canada lrom its Sacramenlo 
factory in Califomia (see R 2/ 17, pp. 42-
50). end is Ihe only USA rail industry 
manulacturerl'<1liCh rowadays produces 
welded bogielrames. Al. presenl. Class 
$C-44 Charger diesellocomotives end 
Class ACS-64 AmlrakCiliesSprinler 
eleclrics are being buill at Sacramenlo. 
Both have been designad completelyto 
meel US standards bul share a large 
number 01 lechnical lealures wilh Ihe 
EuropeanVectron tamily. ln March 2014 
Ihe Ministries 01 TransportatIon 01 11Ii­
nois, Calilornia, Michigan. Missourl end 
WashingIon all signed a Iramework 
contraci lor up to 257 SC-44s. 

8 Ra ilvolution 

views 01 the passing scenery. The 
wheelchair hamess points will be 10-
cated dose to the entratlC8 doors. and 
the Ia"erwil! be fitted with rel raclable 
sleps and ledges 10 bridge the ~on­
tal snd vertical gaps between train lloor 
snd platfOffil. Capaclous luggage stor­
age spaces will be provided. logether 
with lacililies tor bikes. 

In October 2017 tM mock-up 
started 00 a loorot Ihe main Italian eitles 
which the .,Rock" EMUs will evenlually 
serve. From 7 Octobar iI sharecl space 
In Ihe Piaua Maggiore in Bologna with 
Ihe mock-up 01 Ihe Coradia $Iream 
.Pop"EMU(seeR4/16, p. 13), belng 
open 10 Ihe public lrom 9 10 12 Oclo­
bar. Next slop was Torlno. Irom 3 10 
8 Novembef . 

Hitachl Railltaly has now completed 
ijs final balch olVrvalto double cIeck C8f­
riages. de$tined ror posh-pull services 
powered byCIass E.464 electrics. The 
Vival10 slory started arou.nd Ihe rum 01 
lhe millennium, when an inijial bateh 01 
450 carriages was boilt by lhe Corifer 
consortium, 100000ed of four Ilalian ma­
nufacturers. The Iramework contract for 

SEPTA (Soulheaslem Pennsytvania 
Transporlation Authority) awarded Sie­
mens a conlracl lor 13 ACS-64s. 10-
getherwilh an option clause forfiva more 
(seeR6/15,p. 18). The first oflhese 
is now belng comp/eled -Ihe left­
hand photo shows 901 on 18 Octo­
ber 20 17. The Iocomotive is 10 be fin­
ishe<! In November 2017 and will be 
passed over 10 SEPTA on leaving Ihe 
lactory, to arrive in Philadelphia in 
December. RigorousType end Accepl­
ance Testing will then laka place prior 
10 Ihis machine being lormally handed 
over In April 2018. Orders have now 
been placed lortwo ofthe live locomo­
tives in the option. All 15 Class ACS-64$ 
are scheduled lor delivery by Novem­
ber2018. 

Ihe sacond batch 01 350was awardad 
to AnsaIdoBrecla in 20 1 O. In November 
2013, Ma"Ch 2015 a"ld No...embar 2015 
options were laken up for 356 more 
carriages, the contract then being worth 
987 millioo EUR. 

The woffl. inYoIved the AnsaldoBreda 
lactorles In Reggio Calabria end Pisloia 
(bodyshells, final assambly, f!ltlng out 
and lesling). end Nepoli (mosl 01 Ihe 
bogies). The second batch, Including 
options. comprised in all 126 driving 
trailers and 580 intermediate trailers. 

Uke Siemens, Sladier Is steadily 
penelrating Ihe USA markat. The Swiss 
company is currently building eight fiva­
car FURT OMUs lor TEXRail in Fort 
WorIh (see R 4/ 16. p. 17). Thesewill be 
eQuipped with power modules housing 
two 520 kW Deutz dieselswith efectric 
transmission, and are scheduled to 
enler service in December 2018 on 
suburbsn services between downlown 
Fort WorIh and TemlinaiB ot the DalIas/ 
Fort Worth International Airport . The 
righ t-lland photo, taleen on 19 Octo­
ber 20 17 shows Ihree cars 0' these 
FLlRTDMUs, 'rom left tor/gM these 
being front end cars A end B of Ihe 
second Iraln and car 8 01 Ihe fourlh 
Iraln. The lirst FURT 01 Ihe balch to 
be completed was exhibited between 
9 and 11 October at tlla APTA Expo in 
Atlanta. 

These are the first trains for Ihe USA 
Ihat Stadler !las buill under the Buy 
America Ac!. They are being buill in 
a lactory leased lrom Ihe Ulah Transil 
Authorily, where there Is a worKforce 
of 120. howeverStadleris now putling 

The final caniage 01 a/l roiled off the pro­
dUClion ~ne 00 11 July 20\ 7. 

Known also es CDPTR (CaIToue 
Doppio Piano Trasporto Regionale) lhe 
VlVallo carriages are generally formeo 
Inlo rakes 01 between thtee end frve in­
lermediale cars, plusa driving trailer. Sb::­
C8frakeshalle a seating capacityof 725, 
end can canyupto 575 standees. With 
Class E.464 haulage lop service speed 
is 160km/h, \hemaximum forwhiChthe 
slock is designad. 

Hllschl Rs /lllsly 

down Its own rools In Ihe USA. On 
13 Oclober 2017. not lar from ifs cur­
rent localion and Ihe Salt Lake Interna­
tional airport, the foundalion slone of 
a complelely new. Stadler-owned fac­
tory was laid. This will cover an area 01 
250,000 m~. and will eventually have 
aworklorce01 around 1,000. 

The decision '0 build Ihis laclory 
was laKen in August 2016, soon alter 
StacUSf was awarded a 551 million USO 
contracl by Callrain 01 Silicon Valley lor 
an ordeI' 01 I 6 double deck six-car KISS 
EMUs. IIle agreement Including an op­
lion clause for another 96 KISS cars 
(see R 4/16 , p. 17). Followinglhe pre­
sidentlal elections. lhefe was a degree 
01 financial uncertainty regarding IM 
lederallunding 01 this conlract. but 
aventually CaHrain managed 10 secure 
the necessarytunding Iorlha nawtrains. 
lt is to be hoped lhal Stadler is now abte 
to build on these loondations. and win 
lurttJer contraCIs from olher operalors. 
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